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none of his main positions and was still master of
the line of retreat.

A dramatic incident of the day to which French
historians have always ascribed great importance
as being the real cause of Napoleon's defeat was
the defection of the Saxon contingent in the very
midst of the fighting. They turned, shouldered
arms, formed in a column with the artillery in front,
and went bodily over to the enemy.

That the allies made, on the whole, so poor a
showing in this gigantic combat of the i8th is
largely due to Bernadotte's delays and to his
want of energy in general. Had he made an
earlier start from Breitenfeld he might, already
before noon, have joined Blucher on the Partha,
where no less than 90,000 men would then have
been opposed to Ney's force of less than half that
number. The benefit would have been twofold;
for not only would Napoleon have been forced
to send to the river Partha reserves which did
him excellent service elsewhere, but Bennigsen,
who had been commanded to hold the gap Berna-
dotte's troops were intended to fill, was prevented
from making a flank attack against Probstheida
which was the key to Napoleon's whole position.
Late as it was, finally, when Bernadotte appeared
on the scene he might still have accomplished
much had he been more enterprising. His artillery
alone came into action! How successfully he
spared his men may be gathered from the almost
incredible fact that while the losses of the